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•••

Hundreds gather to remember Virginia Tech victims
The glow of candles lit up the area around the Cook Carillon Tower on
the Allendale Campus as the Grand Valley community offered condolences and support to the students, faculty and administration of Virginia
Tech.
More than 400 people gathered April 17 for a 33-minute vigil - a
minute of remembrance for each of the victims and the gunman.
President Thomas J. Haas and Student Senate President Frank Foster
gave opening remarks and then several students and community members shared their thoughts and feelings about the tragic shooting.
"This was a horrific event; a senseless loss of life," said Haas. "Students
need to know that we have support staff and those in uniform who
are here to offer help and keep them safe. We share a bond with those
at Virginia Tech and it's important to keep them in our thoughts and
prayers."
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President Thomas J. Haas addresses those who gathered April 17 for
a vigil to honor Virginia Tech victims. View photos and listen to audio
clips from the vigil online at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.

Foster encouraged students to sign one of the three Grand Valley flags
and a card that will be sent to Virginia Tech. "We find strength and solidarity from one another," Foster said. "They are our peers. Our generation has been affected."

Virginia Tech alums, thanking the crowd for gathering and giving them
a place to go to express their feelings.

Rockford resident Jay Abbott spoke on behalf of his wife Lisa, both

The vigil came to an end with the singing of "Amazing Grace."

···-------------------------Versatile artist named Padnos Chair of art and design
A multi-media artist with roots in the Midwest
has been selected as the faculty member to fill
the first fully endowed chair at Grand Valley.
Steven Sorman, who was born in Minnesota
in 1948 and now resides in upstate New York,
will occupy the Stuart and Barbara Padnos
Chair in Art and Design for the academic year
2007-08. He is currently at Grand Valley as a
vi siting professor.
With $1.5 million pledged to establish and
endow the chair in 2006, Stuart B. Padnos,
president of the Stuart and Barbara Padnos
Foundation, has provided permanent support
for the academic rigor of the Art and Design
program.
Stuart Padnos said that his late wife Barbara
would have been pleased to be part of this
milestone for art at Grand Valley. "Steven is
just right for Grand Valley, both for his creativity and for his commitment to mentoring
students," he said.
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Patricia
Clark,
interim
chair of the
Department
of Art and
Design,
said, "He
brings
fantastic
expertise as
an artist to
share with
our students."
Sorman had
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taught at the
Minneapolis Steven Sorman was selected to
fill the Padnos Chair of Art and
College
Design.
of Art and
Design ,
where he built a papermaking facility; directed
a graduate printmaking seminar at Indiana

University; and been on the faculty (at large)
at Vermont and Bennington colleges. He
has also lectured and been a visiting artist at
numerous academic institutions and worked
abroad, under the aegis of the U.S . Information
Agency.
"I'm so pleased to have this opportunity," said
Sorman. " As a working artist, I've spent most
of my life working full time in the studio,
independently for the last 30 years. I reaHy
feel a need to do this at this time in my life
and with my experiences.
"I've realized that in some instances sharing
even a day or an hour at the right time in an
artist's developmental years can have a lifelong effect. I remember the people that did that
for me, so I want to reciprocate."
Since earned a BFA in painting from the
University of Minnesota in 1971, Sorman

see 'Sorman' on page 3

2 Forum I April 23, 2007

Across Campus
Hospital. Her classmate Kari Brown will
work at a sports medicine practice in
Portage. Both said, following certification
exams in the summer, they feel very confident about entering the workforce.

FTLC gives awards for excellence
Eight faculty members received Pew Teaching Excellence Awards, presented April 9 at the spring banquet by staff members of the Pew Faculty
Teaching and Learning Center.
The award was established to recognize outstanding professors; recipients are nominated by students, alumni or other faculty members and the
names of nominees are forwarded to deans' offices for final selection.

"We've had a lot of extra clinical time and
more rotations," Brown, who earned the
Outstanding Service to Community and
Profession award, said.

The recipients are Kay Reich, assistant professor of nursing; Cynthia
Grapczynski, assistant professor of occupational therapy; Vijay
Gondhalekar, associate professor of finance; Asli Akbulut,assistant professor of management; David Coffey, associate professor of mathematics;
Kevin denDulk, assistant professor of political science; Michael DeWilde,
associate professor of philosophy; and William Smith, marketing (parttime faculty) .

Brown's interest in physical therapy began
in high school when she suffered a knee
injury. "The therapists were able to help
me get back on my feet quickly, and then I
decided that's what I want to do," she said.

Photo by Michele Coffill

Pictured are physical therapy students Kari Brown,
left, and Allison Smith.

'Forum' moves online for summer
Physical therapy students
enter workforce with terminal degree

The end of the winter semester brings a change for Forum publications.

For physical therapy patients, seeing a therapist who has a clinical doctoral degree has multiple benefits.

Beginning with the May 7 issue, Forum can be found online at www.
gvsu.edu/forum. There will be no printed copies during the spring/summer
semester. Faculty and staff members will receive e-mail alerts when an
issue is published.

"We're able to make more difficult diagnoses and more advanced clinical
decisions," said Allison Smith, one of 35 Grand Valley students who will
earn doctorates in physical therapy at commencement April 28.

Publication also moves to biweekly through August; "Faculty and Staff
Sketches" can be sent online using the same Web address.

It's the first Grand Valley class to graduate with a terminal degree. John
Peck, director of the physical therapy program, said the process of changing from a master 's-level program to a doctoral level began in 2002, along
with most other universities that offer physical therapy. Grand Valley's
first class was admitted in 2004.
Smith, who received the Glenn A. Niemeyer Award at the annual awards
banquet, was offered a fellowship at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation
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Proposals sought for NSF grants
Last fall, Grand Valley received a $500,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation ADVANCE Program to increase the participation and
advancement of women faculty in science and engineering. Now, grant

···----------------------------

GVFaces
Pat Parker
law librarian, Steelcase Library
were not alone. Pat Parker anxiously waited for the
weather to break, not for shorts and sandals, but for
the garage sales.
"I totally love garage selling," she said. "I've met
some of the most terrific people."
The attention to detail and analytical skills Parker
uses to hunt for garage sale treasures parallel the
skills she uses as a law librarian for Grand Valley.
At the Steelcase Library in the De Vos Center, Parker
provides general reference help, instructs students
and staff conducting legal research and also services
the Grand Rapids Bar Association.
Originally from Massachusetts, Parker thought she
would become an officer in the U.S. Navy after college, but a friend convinced her otherwise. She continued her education at Simmons College in Boston
and earned a master's degree in library science.
Parker has been working at Grand Valley for the past

Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Valley State University is an
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

seven years and said her time
in Michigan has been well
spent.

If the April snow was disappointing for you, you

GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.

GRAND VALLEYli

continues on page 3

"At the end of the day I
always think what a lucky
person I am," she said. "It
makes me feel good to share
my expertise and feel like
I've reached out to help
someone."
Pat Parker

In 2000, she was nationally
selected engineering librarian of the year and has
had the opportunity to serve in the American law
library in many capacities. An article she recently
wrote about the impact of Grand Valley's automated
retrieval system on law research was published
in Spectrum, the national magazine for AALL/
American Association of Law Librarians.
Since she is currently in the "off season" for her
No. 1 hobby, she spends a lot of time enjoying her
new grandson, reading or swimming. But keep your
eyes peeled - she might be at a garage sale near
you!
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Across Campus
continued from page 2
proposals are being accepted to distribute some
of that funding .
Applications are for up to $5,000, although
in some cases $10,000 is available. Proposals
can cover a variety of activities from travel to
undergraduate training to lab equipment. The
deadline for summer and fall applications is
May 15. Information and application requirements is online at www.gvsu .edu/nsfadvance.
Questions can be directed to Kathleen
Underwood, underwok@gvsu.edu, or Shaily
Menon, menons @gvsu.edu.

tion. Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for
Development, said Heerspink helped create a
modern development office.
"John came with the right expertise at the right
time," she said. "He's done an incredible job
with donors and building the program."
Heerspink had worked at Calvin and Kalamazoo
colleges prior to joining Grand Valley in 2000.
"I've been grateful for this opportunity," said
Heerspink. "It's been very satisfying to see so
many faculty, staff, alumni and community
donors embrace Grand Valley through their
estate planning. I' ve enjoyed working with so
many folks at the university."
Diane Purgiel, who had been director of corporations and foundations , was named director of
gift planning.

Research by nutritionist
improves health, income of
Haitian families
John Heersp ink receives flowers and appreciation at the Scholarship Dinner.

Planned giving director
retires

A study by a professor of biomedical science
has helped to improve the nutrition and income
of rural families in Haiti, which the United
Nations considers the most impoverished nation
in the Western Hemisphere.

In less than 10 years as Grand Valley 's first
director of planned giving for University
Development, John Heerspink has shepherded
101 new endowed and annual scholarships and
secured $14.6 million of planned gifts.

In recognition of her work Carmen Nochera
was recently selected by the Michigan Dietetic
Association to receive the 2007 Individual
Public Relations Award. She will be honored
at the association 's annual meeting in Mount
Pleasant on Friday, April 27.

Heerspink retired March 30 from that posi-

Nochera published an article promoting her

research of breadfruit as a crop in tropical areas
that could, with proper processing, provide a
highly nutritious flour for use in food products.
It caught the attention of Compatible Technology
International, a nonprofit organization
that for 25 years
has conducted and
promoted projects in
rural areas of developing countries experiencing hunger and
poverty.
The article was a
springboard for CTI
to conduct further
Carmen Nochera
research and field
engineering, working
with General Mills in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
The companies asked Nochera to further
improve the flour 's nutritional profile and recipe
development so it could be offered for human
consumption and help reduce malnutrition.
"Breadfruit is a rich source of carbohydrates,
fiber, and vitamins and minerals ," said Nochera.
"It provides a valuable food resource in tropical countries that rely on expensive imported
wheat, rice, and potatos."
Prior usage of breadfruit was limited by its
short shelf life. Producing a breadfruit flour has
helped improve storage properties and expanded
breadfruit applications to baked products.
The project also developed an economically
viable process to locally make the breadfruit
flour and sell it through women's cooperatives
in Haitian cities and villages , enhancing the
local economy.

•••

What's Ahead
College of Education plans
convocation
Grand Valley's College of Education will honor
two area educators during its convocation ceremonies scheduled for Thursday, April 26, at
7 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of De Vos Place
on Monroe St., downtown Grand Rapids.
About 700 graduates are expected to participate.
The ceremony is a precursor to Grand Valley 's
commencement scheduled for April 28 at Van
Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Richard Collett will receive the Outstanding
Educator Award. Collett earned a bachelor's
degree from Grand Valley in 1975. He worked

in the Northwest Community Schools from
1976 to 2001. In 1993, he became chief astronomer for the Jackson County Intermediate School
District Observatory that he was instrumental in
foundi ng. He was selected to participate in the
Support Program for Instructional Competency
in Astronomy (SPICA) program at Harvard
University's Center for Astrophysics.
James Nielsen will receive the award for
Outstanding Administrator. Nielson earned his
bachelor's degree from Grand Valley in 1987.
He taught elementary and middle school for
eight years before becoming the first dean of
students at Orchard View Middle School.
Nielson also served as the district's athletic
director and assistant principal at the high

school. In 2002 he was promoted to principal of
Orchard View Middle School.

Campus group to host
panel discussion
Positive Black Women, a faculty/staff campus
group, will sponsor a panel discussion aimed
at helping students transition to the workforce
after graduation.
The campus community is invited; the event is
Friday, April 27, from 11 :45 a.m.-1 :15 p.m. at
the Cook-DeWitt Center. Lunch will be served.
RSVP by April 24 by sending an e-mail to
Martha Moore, moorema@gvsu.edu.

···---------------------------Sorman will exhibit his work in November at UICA
continued from page 1
has worked in a variety of media. His pieces
have been included in many solo and group
exhibitions in the U.S., Sweden, Japan, India,
Seoul, New Zealand, Manila, Hong Kong and
Singapore. His work has also been selected
for many corporate and museum collections,

including the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Smithsonian Museum of American Art, Power
Museum of Art in Sydney, Australia, and the
Singapore Art Museum.
Known primarily as a painter and printmaker,
Sorman is fascinated with combining a wide
variety of media and likes to try anything.

This fall, Henry Matthews, director of Galleries
and Collections, will curate a show of Sorman's
work at the Urban Institute for Contemporary
Art in Grand Rapids. An opening reception with
the artist is scheduled for November 6, and he
will give a lecture about his work on November
15. The exhibition will run until November 18.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Thurs., April 26

Sports

Mon., April 23

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. Location
varies. Call 361-277, ext. 31, for more information .

Sat., April 28

Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group.
Parents of Teens. 499C DEV. Call x 18011 for
more information.

1 p.m.: Baseball hosts University of Findlay.
7 p.m. : College of Education Convocation.
De Vos Place, Grand Rapids. Call xl6250 for
more information.

Wed., April 25

Sun., April 29
Noon: Baseball hosts University of Findlay.

Sat., April 28
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 104 KC. Call
xl2204 for more information.

10 a.m. and 3 p.m.: Commencement. Van Andel
Arena, Grand Rapids. Call xl2345 for more
information.

----------------------------•••---------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

Sketches
Shaily Menon, associate professor and chair of
biology, was elected to a six-year term to the
International Union of Biological Sciences of the
National Academy of Sciences.
Chemistry faculty members Ellen Yezierski and
Deborah Herrington had two students give
presentations at the American Chemical Society
National Meeting in Chicago, Illinoi s.

Robert Hollister, assistant professor of biology,
gave a presentation, "Study of Arctic Ecosystem
Changes in the IPY using the International
Tundra Experiment, at the National Science
Foundation Arctic Observatories Network PI
Meeting in Boulder, Colorado.

Jim Crawley, associate director of admissions,
International Recruitment, received the David D.
Horner Award for Exceptional Service presented
by the Michigan Association of International
Educators.

Jennifer L. McCaul, student services coordinator for criminal justice, served as a panelist for
two sessions, "Assessing Fit, Organizational
Culture and Campus Climate," and the ACPA/
NASPAjoint meeting in Orlando, Florida.

Penney Nichols-Whitehead, assistant professor
of psychology, gave a presentation, "Effects of
Color Salience on Developmental Preferences
for using Coor Information," at the Biennial
Meeting of the Society for Research in Child
Development in Boston.

Feryal Alayont, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation , "Residues of Eisenstein
Series via Maass-Selberg Relations," at the 21st
Annual Workshop on Automorphic Forms at the
University of California, Santa Barbara.

Azizur Rahman , assistant professor of engineering, gave presentations, "Controlled Power
Factor Corrected AC-to-DC," at the ASEE North
Central Conference; and "Micro-Controller
Based Three-Phase Voltage Source Inverter," at
the ASEE IN/IL Section Conference.

Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit
administration, gave a presentation, "Ethical
Failings, Incompetence, and Administrative
Evil: Lessons from Katrina and Iraq," at the
Transatlantic Workshop on Ethics and Integrity
in Washington, D.C.

John K. Koches, associate research scientist at
the Annis Water Resources Institute, received a
grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to conduct research at the Lower Grand
River watershed wetland.

Sharalle Arnold, assistant director of the
Chi ldren's Enrichment Center, was named affiliate representative for both the state and local
chapter of the National Association for the
Education of Young Children.

Mary deYoung, professor of sociology, gave a
presentation, "'To Catch a Predator ' : Narratizing
Sexual Danger on a Popular American Television
Show," to the British Sociological Studies
Annual Conference in Canterbury, England.

Mary Schutten, associate professor of movement science, was named to the leadership
board of the Midwest District for the American
Alliance for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation , and Dance.

Deb Rambadt, Campus Dining, gave a presentation, "Living, Learning and Earning with 38,000
Roommates," at the Youth Marketing Mega
Event in Huntington Beach, California.

Norman Christopher, director of Sustainability
Initiative, gave a presentation, "How Can I Make
a Difference for a Sustainable Future?" at the
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Renewable Energy
Conference.
Felix Ngassa, assistant professor of chemistry, had his research featured in the Council on
Undergraduate Research Quarterly.

George Klay Kieh Jr. , professor of political
science and African/ African American Studies,
has edited a book, Beyond State Failure and
Collapse: Making the State Relevant in Africa,
published by Lexington Books.
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, presented a series of lectures on the contributions of Thomas Kuhn to Science Studies at
the University of Urbino, Italy.

News and Information Services received
Videographer Awards for the 2006 Convocation
Video, "Every Player, Every Play," General
Education Video and GVSN Football Webcast.
Prince Anyalebechi, associate professor of
Engineering, gave three presentations at the
2007 annual meeting of the Minerals, Metals &
Materials Society. He also organized and chaired
two sessions of a symposium on Materials
Processing Fundamentals. He edited a CD ROM
book, "Materials Processing Fundamentals,"
published by the Minerals, Metals & Materials
Society.
WGVU Productions received Videographer
Awards for "Hope College Christmas Vespers
2006," "Battle Creek: Celebrating Flight" and
"High Gear 2006."
Jung-ah Choi, assistant professor of education,
gave a presentation, "Theoretical Illuminations
of African-American Students' Resistance
to Critical Race Theory," at the American
Educational Research Association meeting in
Chicago.
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing,
wrote a guest opinion article, "Pivotal Fork in
Road for State's Highways," published in the
Grand Rapids Press.

